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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 

 Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 

Donors 

PRRO 200290: 
Responding to 

Humanitarian Crises and 

Enhancing Resilience to 

Food Insecurity 

01.01.2012 
– 

30.06.2015 

4,307,000 1,496,167,504 826,903,427 55% - USA, 
Canada, UK, 

Germany and 

Multilateral 

PRRO 200700: Food 

Assistance for Somali, 

Eritrean and Sudanese 

Refugees 

01.04.2015 

– 

31.03.2018 

650,000 482,939,186 95,958,659 20% 2,669,708  

 

USA, Saudi 

Arabia, 

European 

Commission, 

Japan & UK 

DEV 200253:  Country 

Programme-Ethiopia 

(2012-2015) 

01.01.2012 

– 

30.06.2016 

909,800 331,487,164 119,559,703 

 

36% 26,904,441  

 

USA, 

Multilateral, 

Canada, Pvt 

Donors & 
Russia 

SO 200711:  Provision of 
humanitarian air 

services in Ethiopia 

01.01.2015 
– 

31.12.2015 

n/a 8,978,222 3,889,734 43% n/a USA and 
UNCERF 

SO 200358:  

Construction and 

Management of the WFP 

Humanitarian Logistics 

Hub 

01.01.2012 

– 

30.06.2016 

n/a 29,383,303 21,463,136 73% n/a Canada, USA 

and Finland 

SO 200752:  

Construction of Geeldoh 

Bridge - Fik Zone** 

01.09.2014 

– 

01.10.2015 

n/a 4,057,595 4,222,973 104% n/a UK 

*July-December 2015, ** Budget Revision under process.                                                                                                      

Summary of WFP Assistance: WFP supports government programmes to address hunger by food assistance, capacity 
building projects such as Purchase for Progress (P4P); food management improvement project (FMIP); vulnerability 
assessment and mapping; and support in the area of disaster risk management. WFP is a key partner in the Rural 
Resilience Initiative (R4) which provides an integrated risk management approach to help communities become more 
resilient to climatic change shocks by bringing safety nets together with improved resource management through 
community disaster risk reduction and asset creation.  

Through the "hubs and spokes" system in the Somali region, WFP manages food storage, delivery and distributions. 
WFP's relief operation addresses acute food insecurity. Its two larger components, relief and safety nets, support MDG 
1. The third component provides targeted supplementary feeding, thereby supporting MDGs 4 and 5.  

The Country Programme comprises: support to the Ethiopian Government in disaster risk management; a resilience 
component supporting natural resource management and increased productivity in food insecure communities (Managing 
Environmental Resources to Enable Transition to More Sustainable Livelihoods - MERET); school feeding under the 
Children in Local Development Initiative (CHILD); support to people living with HIV and AIDS; and support to smallholder 
farmers through P4P.  

WFP provides air services to the humanitarian community through the United Nations Humanitarian Air Services (UNHAS) 
contributing to MDG 1, and is constructing a humanitarian hub with the aim of providing logistics support for WFP 
operations and partners' activities in Ethiopia and the region. In 2014, WFP launched a special operation for the 
construction of a bridge in the Somali region to improve access to isolated districts which are targeted for food assistance. 
Somali region is host to 30 percent of the people receiving assistance from WFP Ethiopia's relief operation. Furthermore, 
WFP contributes to MDG 8 through various partnerships. For example, WFP participates in the United Nations joint 
programme aimed at accelerating sustainable development in the less developed four regional states (Afar, Benishangul-

Gumuz, Gambella and Somali regions). 

 

WFP’s Country Strategy focuses on disaster risk management 
and natural resource management; basic social services and 
agricultural markets and livelihoods. The overarching goal is 
to reduce hunger and contribute to Ethiopia’s transformation 
by (i) enhancing capacities to reduce disaster risks, (ii) 
ensuring food poverty and nutrition inadequacy do not 
diminish food insecure households’ nutrition, education and 
health outcomes, and (iii) supporting opportunities for 
livelihood diversification and improved access to food 
markets. 
WFP has been present in Ethiopia since 1968. 
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 At the end of June, the number of refugees in Ethiopia had reached 
699,000, the highest number of refugees hosted by any country in 
Africa. WFP has provided food assistance to about 550,000 refugees. 

 WFP continued to run cross-border operations to South Sudan. In 
2015, WFP has dispatched about 20,000 mt of assorted food 
commodities to South Sudan. About 85 percent of the food was 
dispatched by air, 12 percent by river and 3 percent by road. 

 234 NGO partners’ staff from seven districts of Oromia, SNNPR and 
Amhara regions were trained on the new relief targeting guidelines. 

 WFP purchased 30,000 mt of maize, locally for the forward purchase 
facility (FPF). Of this 7,800 mt was purchased from smallholder farmer 
cooperative unions. 

 Under the DRM Strategic Programme Investment Framework (DRM 
SPIF) steering committee, four technical working groups were 
established and a work plan has been drafted to begin implementation 
following the approval of the DRM policy. WFP will co-lead two technical 
working groups: early warning, risk assessment and monitoring and 
evaluation technical working group and the Institutional Strengthening 
technical working group. 

 Congestion at the Port of Djibouti and limited 
availability of commercial transporters has 
resulted in delays in delivery of food. This 
has affected the refugee and relief 
operations.   

 Insecurity in the Somali region where inter-
clan conflicts are rife, has resulted in 
restriction of movement for UN staff. This 
has prevented WFP from monitoring its 
programmes in the region.  

 Delays in the approval of the draft disaster 
risk management (DRM) legal framework by 
parliament has adversely affected the 
actualisation of the DRM policy approved in 
July 2013 and the recently launched DRM 
Strategic Programme Investment 
Framework (SPIF).  
 

 
PARTNERSHIPS  
WFP continues to be a key United Nations Country Team member co-leading Pillar 1 (sustainable economic growth and 
risk reduction) and pillar 2 (basic social services) of the United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF). 
WFP, FAO and UNICEF have partnered to align their programmes towards resilience strengthening. The three agencies 
initiated this process with the government in an integrated approach to address both chronic and acute vulnerabilities of 
the population in sustainable and resilience manner.  
 
Under the relief and productive safety net programme activities, WFP is partnering with the Government’s Disaster Risk 
Management and Food Security Sector to implement relief and Productive Safety Net Programme activities. Additionally, 
WFP is partnering with the Ministry of Health, UNICEF and International NGOs such as Save International, Concern 
Worldwide, Plan International, International Medical Corps and Action Contre La Faim in the implementation of targeted 
supplementary feeding programmes. For the refugee operation, WFP is partnering with UNHCR and the Government’s 
Administration for Refugees and Returnees Affairs to implement the refugee operation. Nutrition interventions are carried 
out by a number of NGOs such as Action Contre La Faim and GOAL. For the country programme, WFP partners with the 
Government’s Disaster Risk Management and Food Security Sector to implement DRM; with the Ministry of Education to 
implement School Feeding; with the Ministry of Health for HIV/AIDS programme; Ministry of Agriculture for MERET and 
Federal Cooperatives Agency and the Agricultural Transformation Agency for P4P. WFP also partners with FAO in 
supporting the pilot Home Grown School Meals in SNNP region. FAO supports smallholder farmers by providing select 
seeds and fertilizers for haricot bean production and also provides training to farmers. WFP is partnering with Oxfam 
America, IRI, and Swiss Re, local insurance companies (Africa and Nyala) indigenous organisations (REST in Tigray and 
ORDA in Amhara) in the implementation of Rural Resilience initiative programme. 
 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Ethiopia is a federal state with nine regional states and two city 
administrations. With a total population of about 90 million people, 
growing at a rate of about 3 percent per annum, an average life 
expectancy of 56 years, Ethiopia is the second most populous 
nation in Africa. Around 83 percent of the population lives in rural 
areas and are mainly engaged in rain-fed subsistence agriculture. 
Although Ethiopia is one of the fastest growing economies in Africa, 
maintaining an official growth rate of over 10 percent per annum 
in recent years, 29 percent of the population still lives below the 
national poverty line. According to the 2014 Ethiopia Mini 
Demographic and Health Survey, 40 percent of children under the 
age of five are stunted, 9 percent are wasted, and 25 percent are 
underweight. Though the figures remain high, the survey states 
that there has been a substantial decline in the proportion of 
children who are stunted and underweight in the last 15 years and 
a smaller decline in the prevalence of wasting. Food insecurity in 
Ethiopia is linked to rainfall patterns, land degradation, population 
density, low levels of rural investment and limited livelihood 
opportunities. Ethiopia is ranked 173 out of 186 countries on the 
2014 UNDP Human Development Report. Nevertheless, the country 
has made gains in education, expanded the health extension 
system and made notable achievements in combating HIV. The government launched its ambitious Growth and 
Transformation Plan with a vision to become a middle income country by 2025. The Plan places greater emphasis on 
sustainable economic growth while maintaining investments in social development and governance. Eradication of extreme 
poverty and hunger will require Ethiopia to continue addressing child malnutrition, agriculture vulnerability to climatic 
shocks, rural and urban food insecurity, capacity constraints in implementing development programmes and providing 
social services. Ethiopia is also host to refugees who arrived from Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, and other neighbouring 
countries. In 2015, Ethiopia is hosting the largest refugee population in Africa (over 650,000 refugees). 
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